nations of the earth will proclaim this gesture as one
which only a large-hearted Cabinet like ours could rise
to. This is no policy of appeasement of the Muslims.
This is a policy, if you like, of self-appeasement. No
Cabinet worthy of being representative of a large mass
of mankind can afford to take any step merely because
it is likely to win the hasty applause of an unthinking
public. In the midst of insanity, should not our best
representatives retain sanity and bravely prevent a wreck
of the ship of State under their management? What
then was the actuating motive ? It was my fast. It changed
the whole outlook. Without the fast, they could not go
beyond what the law permitted and required them to
do. But the present gesture on the part of the Govern-
ment of India is one of unmixed goodwill. It has put
the Pakistan Government on its honour. It ought to
lead to an honourable settlement not only of the Kashmir
question but of all the differences between the two
Dominions. Friendship should replace the present enmity.
Demands of equity supersede the letter of law. There is
a homely maxim of law which has been in practice for
centuries in England that when common law seems to
fail, equity comes to the rescue. Not long ago there were
even separate courts for the administration of law and
of equity. Considered in this setting, there is no room
for questioning the utter justice of this act of the Union
Government. If we want a precedent, there is a striking
one at our disposal in the form of what is popularly
known as the MacDonald Award. That Award was
really the unanimous judgment of not only the members
of the British Cabinet, but also of the majority of the
members of the Second Round Table Conference. It
was undone overnight as a result of the fast undertaken
in the Yeravda prison.
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